
100th Birth Anniversary of 
Acharya Vidyanand

Acharya Vidyanand’s original name was Surendra 
Upadhyay. He was born on 22 April 1925 in the house of 
Kalappa Upadhyay, a senior Muni Acharya of the Jain 
sect: a prominent thinker, philosopher, writer, musician, 
editor, and patron. 

Acharya Vidyanand’s personality was extraordinary 
from the very beginning. Helping those younger than 
him, caring for the sick, and comforting the downtrodden 
always appealed to him. The internal conflict in his 
mind kept reminding him to move towards a greater 
goal. His early experiences in life made him understand 
the true meaning of human service.

His desire to move towards his real goal was 
unwavering. His inclination towards religion and 
asceticism was visible from childhood. He reached Pune 
in search of a livelihood. There, he got a job in a factory 
manufacturing military equipment. After a few days, he 
got a job in a biscuit factory. But he did not like worldly 
activities, and his mind was constantly immersed in 
spiritual thoughts.

In 1942, when the Quit India Movement was 
launched across the country, He too could not remain 
untouched by its call. The feeling of patriotism and social 
service was present in him from the very beginning. 
His experiences of the world, which were mostly bitter, 
turned him towards detachment form worldly life. 
In 1946, a wonderful coincidence occurred. Acharya 
Mahavirkirti performed Varshayoga in Shedwal. He 
used to listen to Munishri’s discourses every day and 
get immersed in the soul’s bliss. This revolutionary 
youth, dressed in modern attire, made simplicity his 
way of life. It was natural for Acharya Mahavirkirti to 
pay attention to this youth who came regularly for Gyan 
Sadhna. He used to talk to him very lovingly and was 

pleased to hear his thoughts. One day, in the course of 
a conversation, Surendra expressed his desire to take 
Muni Diksha in front of Munishri.

Acharya Vidyanand received Kshullak Diksha 
on 15 April 1946 at Tamdaddi in Karnataka, under 
the guidance of Acharya Mahavirkirti. After this, he 
practised rigorous penance, self-study, and service. 
There was a strong spiritual attraction in his personality, 
which influenced countless devotees.

Under the guidance of Acharya Deshbhushan, he 
received initiation on 25 July 1963 at Subhash Maidan 
in Delhi. With this initiation, he fully entered the life 
of a monk. Finally, Acharya Ratna Sagar gave him 
Upadhyay initiation on 17 November 1974 in Delhi, 
which established him as a prominent figure in the 
religious community. After this initiation, he began to 
be called ‘Maharaj’.

The impact of his spiritual journey was not limited 
to the religious field. He was also active in various fields 
such as writing, editing, philosophy, and music. He 
produced many texts in which Jainism and philosophy 
have been explained in detail. He played an important 
role in inspiring youth and seekers. Acharya Vidyanand 
ascended to heaven on 18 February 2024. 

The Department of Posts is proud to release a 
commemorative postage stamp in honour of Acharya 
Vidyanand, a tribute to a spiritual luminary whose life 
was devoted to the service of humanity and the pursuit 
of higher truth.
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vkpk;Z fo|kuUn dh 100oha t;arh

vkpk;Z fo|kuUn dk tUe 22 vçSy 1925 dks gqvkA 
muds firk vkpk;Z dyIik mik/;k; tSu laçnk; ds çfrf"Br 
eqfu] ç[;kr fopkjd] nk'kZfud] ys[kd] laxhrK] laiknd vkSj 
laj{kd FksA fo|kuUn dk ewy uke lqjsUæ mik/;k; FkkA

vkpk;Z fo|kuUn çkjEHk ls gh vlk/kkj.k euh"kh FksA mudk 
eu ges'kk ls gh vius NksVksa dk lg;ksx djus] jksfx;ksa dh 
lsok&lqJq"kk djus vkSj nhu&nqf[k;ksa dk lq[k&nq[k ckaVus esa 
yxrk FkkA mudk ekufld }a) mUgsa muds lnSo o`gr mís'; 
dh vksj vxzlj jgus ds fy, çsfjr djrk jgkA muds thou 
ds çkjafHkd vuqHkoksa us mUgsa ekuo lsok dk lPpk vFkZ le>us 
esa enn dhA

os vnE; bPNk'kfä ds /kuh FksA os fujarj vius okLrfod 
mís'; dh vksj vxzlj jgsA /keZ vkSj oSjkX; ds çfr mudk 
>qdko cpiu ls gh ifjyf{kr gksus yxk FkkA ;qok voLFkk esa] 
vkthfodk dh ryk'k esa tc os iq.ks igq¡ps rks mUgsa ogk¡ lSU; 
midj.k cukus okyh ,d QSDVªh esa ukSdjh fey xbZA ijarq 
dqN gh fnu esa os bl ukSdjh dks NksM+ dj fcfLdV QSDVªh 
esa dke djus yxsA fdUrq lp rks ;g Fkk fd mudk eu 
ykSfdd fØ;k&dykiksa esa dnkfi ugha yxrk Fkk( cfYd os lnSo 
vk/;kfRed fopkjksa esa fueXu jgrs FksA

lu~ 1942 esa tc leLr ns'k esa ^Hkkjr NksM+ks vkUnksyu* 
dk ukjk xw¡t jgk Fkk] rks os Hkh bl iqdkj ls vNwrs u jg 
ldsA ns'kHkfä vkSj lekt lsok dh ;g Hkkouk muesa cpiu 
ls gh fo|eku FkhA lkFk gh thou ds dM+os vuqHkoksa us mUgsa 
oSjkX; dh rjQ eksM+ fn;kA lu~ 1946 esa ,d vn~Hkqr la;ksx 
gqvkA tSu laçnk; ds çfrf"Br egkeqfu] vkpk;Z egkohjdhfrZ 
us 'ksMoky esa o"kkZ;ksx dk;ZØe dk iq.; vk;kstu fd;kA os 
çfrfnu muds çopu lqurs vkSj vkfRed vkuUn esa ljkcksj 
gks tkrsA vk/kqfud os'k&Hkw"kk /kkj.k djus okys bl uo;qod us 
muds çopuksa ls çHkkfor gksdj lknxhiw.kZ thou&i)fr viuk 
yhA Kku lk/kuk ds fy, fu;fer :i ls mifLFkr jgus okys 

bl ;qok ij vkpk;Z egkohjdhfrZ dk /;ku tkuk LokHkkfod 
gh FkkA os muls vkReh;rk ls laokn djrs vkSj muds fopkj 
lqudj çlUu gksrsA ,d fnu okrkZyki ds nkSjku ;qok lqjsUæ 
us eqfuJh ds le{k eqfu nh{kk xzg.k djus dh bPNk çdV dhA

 15 vçSy 1946 dks lqjsUæ us dukZVd ds rkenMh esa 
vkpk;Z egkohjdhfrZ egkjkt ds ekxZn'kZu esa {kqYyd nh{kk 
xzg.k dh vkSj dkykarj esa os vkpk;Z fo|kuUn dgyk;sA nh{kk 
xzg.k djus ds mijkar fo|kuUn us dBksj ri] Lok/;k; vkSj 
lsok lk/kuk dhA muds O;fäRo esa çcy vk/;kfRed vkd"kZ.k 
FkkA muds bl pqEcdh; O;fäRo us vla[; vuq;kf;;ksa dks 
mudh vksj vkdf"kZr fd;kA

25 tqykbZ 1963 dks fo|kuUn us fnYyh ds lqHkk"k eSnku 
esa vkpk;Z ns'kHkw"k.k egkjkt ds ekxZn'kZu esa nh{kk yh vkSj iw.kZ 
:i ls eqfu thou esa ços'k dj x,A rnksijkar] 17 uoacj 1974 
dks fnYyh esa vkpk;Z jRu lkxj th us mUgsa mik/;k; dh nh{kk 
çnku dhA mik/;k; nh{kk us mUgsa ^/kkfeZd leqnk;* esa çfrf"Br 
O;fäRo ds :i esa LFkkfir dj fn;k vkSj os ^egkjkt^ dgykus 
yxsA

vkpk;Z fo|kuUn dh vk/;kfRed ;k=k dsoy /kkfeZd {ks= 
rd gh lhfer ugha Fkh( cfYd os ys[ku] laiknu] n'kZu vkSj 
laxhr tSls fofHkUu {ks=ksa esa Hkh lfØ; jgsA mUgksaus dbZ xzaFkksa 
dh jpuk dh ftuesa tSu /keZ vkSj n'kZu dh foLr`r O;k[;k 
dh xbZ gSA mUgks aus ;qokvks a ,oa lk/kdks a dks çsfjr djus 
es a egRoiw.k Z Hkwfedk fuHkk;hA 18 Qjojh 2024 dks vkpk;Z 
fo|kuUn LoxZ fl/kkj x,A

Mkd foHkkx] ekuork dh lsok vkSj vk/;kfRed [kkst esa 
viuk thou lefiZr dj nsus okys vkpk;Z fo|kuUn ds lEeku 
esa Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xoZ dk vuqHko djrk gSA
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